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ESTRANGEMENT vs. ACCEPTANCE 


Today the meaning of original sin, its universality, its tragic 
role in history, can be emphasized in a way that it could not 
be twenty years ago. For we are able today to use a concept 
which everybody understands, a concept of estrangement; es- 
trangement from oneself, from the other man, from the ground 
out of which we come and to which we go... . § We have redis- 
covered a new approach to the meaning of salvation—the origi- 
nal approach. Christianity is not a set of prohibitions and com- 
mands. And salvation is not making man better and better. 
Christianity is the message of a New Reality which makes the 
fulfillment of our essential being possible. Such being trans- 
cends all special prohibitions and commands by one law which 
is not law, namely love. § Medicine has helped us to rediscover 
the meaning of grace in our theology. This is perhaps its most 
important contribution. You cannot help people who are in 
psychosomatic distress by telling them what to do. You can 
help them only by giving them something—by accepting them. 
This means help through the grace which is active in the heal- 
ing relationship whether it is done by the minister or by the 
doctor. This, of course, includes the reformation point of view, 
a view which has also been rediscovered by medicine, namely, 
you must feel that you have been accepted. Only then can one 
accept himself. It is never the other way around. That was the 
plight of Luther in his struggle against the distorted late Roman 
Church which wanted “that men make themselves first accept- 
able and then God would accept them.” But it is always the 
other way around. First you must be accepted. Then you can 
accept yourself, and that means, you can be healed. Illness, 
in the largest sense of body, soul, and spirit, is estrangement. 


—PAUL TILLICH in Theology of Culture, published 
recently by Oxford University Press, New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Oct. 5 Ministerial “Failure” Is Reviewed 





Was Jesus a Failure? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I was very much touched by the article 
“Am I a Failure in the Ministry?” (OvurT- 
Look, Oct. 5.) I am sure it expresses a 
rather poignant feeling that most of us 
have known at some time or other in our 
ministry. 

You will doubtless receive many short, 
terse, effective replies. But as I have 
thought through the whole question and 
its implications, it came to me that per- 
haps a more extended reply, coupling each 
plaint of the original article with a sim- 
ilar query in regard to our Master’s min- 
istry, might give to others the sort of 
encouragement I have found for myself... 

AM IA FAILURE IN THE MINISTRY? 

Was Jesus A FAILuRE IN His MINISTRY? 

Since he served only three years, never 
was installed as pastor of any church, 
never held any official position in syna- 
gogue council or Sanhedrin, and was un- 
able to persuade any official board to adopt 
his program? 

Since his prayer meeting attendance 
never exceeded twelve? 

Since he was not invited to speak a 
second time in any synagogue large or 
small, in bustling city or sleepy village, 
and could not hold even his small group 
of followers loyal to him? 

Since neither the children he blessed, 
nor their parents, continued to follow 
him? 

Since every time he spoke or acted force- 
fully on critical issues of the day he was 
forced to move on to another town, con- 
demned by religious leaders, civil authori- 
ties, public opinion, and business men’s 
associations (such as the Swine Feeders’ 
Association of Decapolis) ? 

Since of the multitudes who enjoyed 
hearing him preach only a handful tried 
to enlist others to follow him? 

Since throughout his ministry he “had 
no place to lay his head” and the women 
of Galilee helped support him? 

Since at the end he was executed as 
heretic, traitor, criminal? 

Was Jesus A FAILuRE IN His MINIsTRY? 

AM I Aa FAILURE IN THE MINISTRY? “A 
disciple is not above his teacher, nor a 
servant above his master; it is enough 
for the disciple to be like his teacher, and 
the servant like his master.” Matthew 
10: 24-25. 

Pryor T. SMitTH. 
Weyauwega, Wis. 


Plagued by Heresy Hunters 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

If you read “Am I a Failure in the 
Ministry?” to the people of any of the 
five churches I have served, they would 
say I wrote it. No one could more ac- 
curately describe my ministry. Recently, 
I have been reading the “Introduction 
to the Bible,” Vol. 1, Laymen’s Commen- 
tary, being deeply impressed by the po- 
litical history of Palestine in the last 
century B.C., and first century A.D. How 
did Jesus and his followers feel! 

There is a deep feeling of regret to me 
in the ministry about what makes the 
problem of failure arise. As Jesus was 
caught between Pharisee and Sadducee, 
today’s minister is caught between those 
who are howling, So-And-So is heretic. 
The vast majority of our ministers must 
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spend all their ministry in these small 
churches. I love the small town and small 
church and am dedicating my life to them. 
Such ministers want to go straight down 
the right road to glory. How can they 
keep their elders from listening to heresy 
hunters who beg them for money to pub- 
lish criticisms, and preserve them from 
being led astray by those who evade the 
call of God for true surrender of time 
and talents? If you can answer this 
question you will add to the joy and will- 
ingness to sacrifice of the ministers who 
want no more either from the modern 
or the ancient, on how to lead a church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
W. Hoyt Pruitt. 

Bessemer City, N. C. 


Three-Year Minister 


To THE OUTLOOK: 
Dear Brother: 

No, you are by no means a failure. You 
have but run into those trials and tribu- 
lations which all of us face as we labor 
for him. 

You have labored long and very earn- 
estly. I have been ordained only 
three short years, and yet many of your 
heartaches are mine also. 

I have no words of wisdom for you in 
answer to your earnest plea save those 
words given to my own class in seminary 
at graduation which are found in 2 Tim- 
othy 4:1-5. I commend them to your 
reading. 

LANE W. ERwIN. 
Greeleyville, S. C. 


Needed: More Failures 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

The author of “Am I a Failure in the 
Ministry?” is a failure. There is a more 
well known failure. He began with a 
church of twelve members. One denied 
him. Another betrayed him. Two quar- 
reled over position in the church. Another 
doubted his leadership. He lasted three 
years in his first and only pastorate. He 
never chaired a committee. His prayer 
meetings were attended by himself and 
the One to whom he prayed. In one of 


the better attended meetings the three 
others present fell asleep. Following a ser- 
mon on brotherhood and better race rela- 
tions he was almost thrown over a cliff. 
The city church which he sought to be- 
come pastor of threw him out. Finally, 
ministers and laymen lynched him. 
Through all of it he heard more malicious 
gossip than anyone else and died with 
his mouth shut. He had no wife with 
whom he could share either trouble or 
triumph. The word success appears no- 
where in the four most famous accounts 
of his life. 

More failures of this sort are needed in 
the ministry. 

L. W. Hott. 

Norfolk, Va. 





As I read the article I felt as though I 
were in front of my own mirror, or hear- 
ing myself talking again. This man is 
simply saying what thousands of us feel. 
How many laymen will read it and find a 
handle to lay hold of? 

Henry L. MILLISON. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Our success in the ministry must be 
measured in terms of how good a channel 
we are and create for the action of the 
Holy Spirit. There are times when noth- 
ing we do will make the Holy Spirit op- 
erate and times when the Holy Spirit 
operates in spite of us. 

This man is both a success and a failure 
at the same time. Only by God’s grace can 
we hope to be successful at all, and only 
by his forgiveness can we live with our 
failures. Some people will have more 
success than this man, as measured by 
numbers, some less. If he has felt God’s 
call, answered it and rejoiced in this 
obedience, he will have been most suc- 
cessful. 

RUSSELL E. YERKES. 
Littleton, Colo. 


Academy Approved 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have read with interest and appre- 
ciation Ed. Paisley’s article, “A Presby- 
terian ‘Academy’ ” (OUTLOOK, Oct. 26). It 
seems to me the idea has great merit. I 
hope the proposal may have adequate ex- 
ploration. 

PatTricK H. CARMICHAEL. 
Princeton, New Jersey. 





In next week’s issue 


bytery sustaining him, reprinting: 


agencies. 


100, $10; 500, $40. 


—_____ (x) 500 copies; 


In Response to the Selma Attack 


1—The complete 1940 investigation of charges brought against 
Ernest Trice Thompson: the unanimous action of East Hanover Pres- 


(a) A repudiation of the Glasgow pamphlet 
(b) An analysis of the charges 
(c) Dr. Thompson’s volunteered ‘Confession of Faith’’ 
2—An editorial on ‘’The Selma Attack,’ pointing out some of the 
implications of this campaign against the church’s leadership and 


3—Dr. Thompson's two-page exposition of Acts 9:10-31, Standing 
by a New Convert, which every churchmember will do well to study. 


Extra copies will be available at 7 for $1 (minimum); 20 for $2; 50, $5; 


Airmail your order at once, saying, send me: 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e THOUSANDS OF Protestants from all 
parts of Germany gathered in Worms 
for the solemn rededication of a recon- 
structed Reformation Memorial Church 
in the historic city where Martin Luther 
declared his Protestant faith with the 
words, “Here I stand, I can do no other,” 
with Martin Niemoeller preaching the 
sermon. ... @ IN TOLEDO, OHIO, at- 
tempts may be made to organize “grass 
roots dialogues” between representatives 
of Roman Catholic and _ Protestant 
churches. . . . e IN SEATTLE, WASH., 
leaders of the Greater Seattle Council of 
Churches of the United Nations Inter- 
national Children’s Emergency Fund 
vigorously denounced an attack on 
UNICEF by American Council of Chris- 
tian Churches and other ultra-Funda- 
mentalist spokesmen. e UNITED 
LUTHERANS are beginning a study of 
capital punishment from “the theological, 
sociological and criminological points of 
view,” with results to be presented next 
October. . . . e THE Fiorma Council 
of Churches has praised Miami City 
Manager Ira Willard for his “forthright 
stand” in desegregating Miami’s recrea- 
tion facilities. . . . e LEADERS OF THE 
American Unitarian Association and the 
Universalist Church of America have ap- 
proved the merger of their denominations 
and, after extended discussion, voted to 
retain a reference to the Judeo-Christian 
tradition. . . . e A PETITION signed by 
more than 14,000 Protestants “and other 
Colombians” was presented to the House 
of Representatives in Bogota calling upon 
the government to make effective the re- 
ligious liberty guaranteed in the coun- 
try’s constitution. ... e A TEST oF Min- 
nesota’s Sunday laws is scheduled for 
Jan. 18 when a discount store in a 
Minneapolis suburb is to stand trial on 
two charges. .. . e STATE DEPARTMENT 
officials in Washington were reported 
disturbed over the recent appeal of You 
Chan Yang, South Korean’s ambassador 
to the U. S., that American church mem- 
bers write their congressmen or the State 
Department, giving their views on the 
“heartless trading in human beings” be- 
tween Japan and North Korea. They 
expressed sympathy for Dr. Yang’s views, 
but objected to the “undiplomatic’” meth- 
od which he proposed. ... e THE AMER- 
ICAN Baptist CONVENTION will accept 
Baptist churches in the southern U. S. 
that wish to affiliate with that denomina- 
tion, if final approval is given a recent 
Proposal of its General Council. 








Task Force Assigned 
To Mission Studies 


Guidance on many questions ranging 
from inter-church relations to the most 
effective use of Western funds on the mis- 
sion field will be sought by an interna- 
tional task force appointed by the United 
Presbyterian, USA, Commission on Ecu- 
menical Mission and Relations. 

Ten leading Christians will compose 
this group and will deal with practical 
mission policies, inter-church relations, 
and possibilities for merging efforts, ac- 
cording to General Secretary John Cov- 
entry Smith. Chairman of the committee 
is Principal C. H. Hwang of Tainan 
Theological College in Taiwan. There 
will be representatives from Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East, Latin America and 
Europe, plus five from the United States 
serving on the committee. 

Leaders in other denominations have 
indicated their interest in the project. 
After the first meeting in New York in 
January, members will spread out across 
the world seeking information. 

In his comment on the program, Dr. 
Hwang, in New York, said: 

“We can’t help noticing in Asia and 
elsewhere that the missionary movement 
has been denominational. We are very 
grateful for missions, yet we cannot think 
of the mission any more without thinking 
of unity.” 

In recent years, he said, efforts for 
cooperation and church unity have been 
an integral part of the mission thrust in 
Taiwan. 

After recommendations are made to the 
commission, pertinent findings will be 
shared with other denominations. 


Lay Activity Credited 
With Evangelism Rise 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)—A “tre- 
mendous resurgence” in evangelism ex- 
perience by American Protestant churches 
in recent years is due to increased wit- 
nessing by laymen, a national evangelism 
leader said here. 


Harold H. McConnell of New York, 
executive director of the department of 
evangelism of the National Council of 
Churches, revealed that more than 2,500,- 
000 men have been trained for lay wit- 
nessing and have shared in lay evan- 
gelism campaigns in this country. 


“In this day when there is so much 
bad news, the laymen of the churches are 
recognizing that the good news of the 
gospel carries the one hope for man and 
society,” he declared. 


Dr. McConnell said the results of the 
increased evangelistic activity—by all 
denominations—are reflected in the fact 
that the percentage of the United States 
population belonging to a church has in- 
creased from 49 in 1945 to 63 today. 


The National Council of Churches 
official led 52 non-Lutheran Protestant 
congregations affiliated with the Greater 
Minneapolis Council of Churches in a 
campaign of visitation evangelism. 


Laymen who were instructed by Dr. 
McConnell called on “unchurched”’ per- 
sons whose names were uncovered in an 
intercreedal religious census conducted 
in September. 


Lutheran churches of the Twin Cities 
had their own visitation campaign earlier 
in October. 





SEMINARY STATISTICS 1959 


Reports from American Presbyterian theological seminaries give this information 


for the current term: 


Women Women in 
Entering Entering Graduate in B.D. Other 
Enrollment Class Class "58 Students* Course Courses 
Dee. (TOME). .<ncccccccnx 155 60 51 30 0 0 
eS 211 58 67 27 0 q 
WR TWEE ccm ccmeneaeacen 251 95 76 15 2 0 
Louisville (Ky.) UPUSA --. 142 47 42 3 2 1 
[PR EE as 6 11 0* 0 1 
Dusueue (iowa) <.......... 146 47 54 
MeCormick (Til.) .......... 316 112 116 4 8 53 
Pittsburgh-Xenia (Pa.) ----- 216 53 63 30 1 11 
ey le 473 107 123 126 9 23 
San Francisco (Calif.)------ 239 59 84 22 3 16 
Jonmeon C. Smith .......... 29 10 9 —_ 0 0 
ee. 109 37 41 0 0 1 


The Presbyterian School of Christian Education, Richmond, Va., enrolled 120, 
with 67 in the entering class compared with 50 last year. Of those enrolled, 100 
are candidates for Master’s degrees. There are 31 men students. 


*No graduate work offered. 








@ A practice of the former United Presbyterian Church, N. A., 
is continued in the United Presbyterian Church, USA 


THANKSGIVING-1959 


DISTINGUISHED American phy- 

sician once worte, ‘“To me, the great- 
est word in our language is gratitude.” 
Probably more than any other one word 
it expresses our elementary sense of the 
bounty of life and the goodness of God. 
Who of us, after taking thought, does not 
want to give thanks for the many bless- 
ings that have come unbidden and un- 
sought into his or her life? 

Surely it is a matter of plain courtesy 
and simple human decency to give thanks 
to God for the gift of life. Whether in 
plenty or in want, whether in joy or in 
sorrow, whether in sickness or in health, 
whether in safety or in peril, it is good 
to be alive, to experience human kind- 
ness, fellowship and compassion, to share 
in the work and the play, the hopes and 
the fears, the sufferings and the trials, 
the triumphs and the defeats of the com- 
mon lot of men. It is good to awaken 
to a new day and to find quietness and 
rest at eventide. There is the sheer joy 
of being for which we should give thanks 
to God the Creator. 


Cornucopia of Plenty 

We the people of these United States 
have much more to be grateful for than 
these elemental blessings that belong to 
the universal human lot. Never in hu- 
man history has the cornucopia of plenty 
been poured forth so lavishly upon any 
people. An abundance heaped up and 
overflowing in vast surpluses has been 
vouchsafed to us. We are amazed and 
humbled when we think of our material 
prosperity, our creative comforts, our 
technological triumphs, our scientific 
progress and our fabulous wealth. Who 


DAHLBERG WANTS TO 
KEEP PEACE WORDS 


ANDERSON, IND. (RNS)—Edwin T. 
Dahlberg of St. Louis, Mo., president of 
the National Council of Churches, said 
here it is “a sin and disgrace for the 
church to let an unbeliever like Nikita 
Khrushchev run away with such great 
words as ‘peace,’ ‘disarmament,’ and 
‘world friendship.’ ” 

The Soviet Premier, he declared, 
“should not be permitted to talk of peace 
while in the church we are content to 
be the echoes of the State Department and 
the Pentagon.”’ 

“Jesus told Christians to be the light 
of the world, but he did not mean they 
were to be the tail light,” Dr. Dahlberg 
told the 126th annual Indiana Baptist 
Convention, an affiliate of the American 
Baptist Convention. The NCC leader 
spoke on “How Is Christ the Answer?” 
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are we or what have we done to deserve 
all these things? We tremble before God 
and pray to him for wisdom, for self- 
discipline, for maturity of mind and soul, 
and for the spirit of self-sacrifice, as well 
as for the spirit of thanksgiving, in the 
presence of such lavish, unmeasured and 
unearned bounty poured out upon us as 
a people. 

But the gift above all other gifts, the 
gift that illumines, blesses, consecrates 
and crowns all these other gifts, is the 
revelation of God’s forgiveness, grace 
and love made in the birth, life, message, 
death and resurrection of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God 
for this unspeakable gift that makes 
sense of human existence, bestows mean- 
ing upon its history, and gives depth and 
purpose to this strange eventful pilgrim- 





age of each man’s personal life. For this 
“light that never was on sea or land” 
until it broke forth and shone upon the 
world in him who is and remains and 
ever will be “the light of the world,” 
we should give thanks unto God daily 
and at all seasons of the year and in all 
the vicissitudes of life. 


As Dedicated Christians 

In keeping with the time-borrowed 
tradition of the American people and 
with the Proclamation of the President 
of the United States, I, therefore, as 
Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the United Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, do call upon 
our membership to observe Thursday, 
November 26, as a day of thanksgiving 
and prayer to Almighty God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Crea- 
tor, Sustainer, Preserver and Redeemer 
of our lives. It is fitting that we should 
celebrate this day as human beings, as 
free Americans, and as dedicated Chris- 
tians. 

ARTHUR L. MILLER, Moderator. 





THE WHITE HOUSE, THANKSGIVING DAY, 1959 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


A PROCLAMATION 


The time of harvest turns our thoughts 
once again to our national festival of 
Thanksgiving, and the bounties of nature 
remind us again of our dependence upon 
the generous hand of Providence. 

In this sesquicentennial year of Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s birth, it is fitting and 
proper that we should use his words 
contained in the historic proclamation 
of 1863, establishing this annual ob- 
servance, to express anew our gratitude 
for America’s “fruitful fields,” for our 
national “strength and vigor,” and for 
all our “singular deliverances and bless- 
ings. 

The present year has been one of 
progress and heightened promise for the 
way of life to which we, the people, and 
the Government of the United States of 
America, are dedicated. We rejoice in 
the productivity of farm and factory, but 
even more so in the prospect of improve- 
ment of relations among men and among 
nations. We earnestly hope that for- 
bearance, understanding, and conciliation 
will hold increasing sway among us 
and among all peoples everywhere. 

In the enjoyment of our good life, let 
us not forget the birthright by which we 
reap the fruits of life and labor in this 
fair land. Let us stand fast by the prin- 
ciples of our republic enunciated in word 
and deed by the statesmen, teachers, and 
prophets to whom we owe our beginnings. 
Let us be thankful that we have been 
spared the consequences of human frailty 
and error in our exercise of power and 
freedom. As a token of our gratitude for 
God’s gracious abundance, let us share 
generously with those less fortunate than 


we at home and abroad. Let us at this 
season of Thanksgiving perform deeds 
of thanksgiving; and, throughout the 
year, let us fulfill those obligations of 
citizenship and humanity which spring 
from grateful hearts. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Dwicut D. 
EISENHOWER, President of the United 
States of America, in consonance with 
the joint resolution of the Congress ap- 
proved December 26, 1941, 55 Stat. 862 
(5 U.S.C. 87b), designating the fourth 
Thursday of November in each year as 
Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim 
Thursday, November 26, 1959, as a day 
of national thanksgiving. On that day 
let us gather in sanctuaries dedicated to 
worship and in homes devoted to family 
sharing and community service, to express 
our gratitude for the inestimable bless- 
ings of God; and let us earnestly pray 
that he continue to guide and sustain us 
in the great unfinished task of achieving 
peace among men and nations. 

In WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here- 
unto set my hand and caused the Seal 
of the United States of America to be 
affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 
fifth day of November in the year of 
our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty- 
nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the 
one hundred and eighty-fourth. 

(SEAL) 
Dwicnt D. EISENHOWER. 
By the President: 

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER 

Secretary of State 
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e@ A Thanksgiving Meditation on the Current American Scene 


Thanksgiving Day Prosperity 


F A MODERN AMOS, a prophetic 

figure from the mountains of South- 
west Virginia, or perhaps from the Cat- 
skills of New York, like the Amos of 
the Old Testament who came from the 
hills, southeast of Jerusalem, and like his 
predecessor possessed a sense of his- 
tory, keen eyes, and open ears, were to 
appear among the American people on 
this day of national thanksgiving, to 
speak to them, what would he say? 

He surely would begin by calling us 
to remember all of God’s goodness, and 
to rejoice and to give thanks for all his 
mercies. And with bold strokes he would 
draw the picture of God’s blessings. 

He would remind us that God brought 
our forefathers out of bondage in Europe, 
political, and religious, to this good land, 
if not flowing with milk and honey, 
nevertheless clothed with great forests, 
endowed with broad plains and fertile 
valleys, blessed by abundant rain, stored 
with minerals, criss-crossed by broad and 
navigable rivers, which are being made 
to turn countless wheels and turbines; 
protected by wide oceans, which enabled 
the nation to develop in her formative 
period; free from the wars and dynastic 
struggles of other countries. Recently, 
in his massive America as a Civilization, 
Max Lerner wrote, “In any calculation 
of the world’s resources—immediate, re- 
serve and potential—America leads the 
procession of nations, even the Soviet 
Union following at a distance.” 

In their courage, and their faith in 
freedom, for generations our forefathers, 
under God’s leadership, subdued and de- 
veloped this rich land, enlarged its bor- 
ders, cleared forests, bridged and har- 
nessed rivers, tunnelled mountains, 
ploughed and planted fields, mined ores, 
drilled oil wells, invented machines, 
built great cities, and created vast indus- 
tries. 


Elbow Room 


So today, we, their heirs, while much 
of the world is overcrowded, have elbow 
room. In the Netherlands, for example, 
there are 900 people to the square mile, 
in Japan 635, in Great Britain 560, and 
in the United States only 57. While half 
of the people of the world are hungry, 
we have food in abundance, with boun- 
tiful surpluses stored away. While most 
of the nations are desperately poor, we 
are rolling in wealth, the people them- 
selves, exclusive of automobiles, own a 
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trillion dollars; so rich are we that we 
have invested 36 billion dollars in for- 
eign countries. While people the world 
round are suffering for want of the 
things that make life easy and pleasant; 
with six per cent of the world’s popula- 
tion we are responsible for almost half 
of the world’s production of goods. 

While three-fifths of the population of 
the world is illiterate, and another one- 
fifth nearly so, we have almost 3,500,000 
students in colleges and universities, 
88.2% of the boys and girls from 14-17 
in high school, 99.9% of those 7-13, and 
77.6 of those five and six in elementary 
schools or kindergartens. A_ brilliant 
university professor writes, “Never in 
history has a civilization risen to world 
power in so short a time.” 

An eminent theologian claims that our 
country is “the most powerful among the 
nations of the ‘free’ world.” A foreign 
statesman goes even further, declaring 
that the United States is today “the 
freest, the richest, the most powerful on 
earth.” We attribute our greatness to the 
blessing of God; our first thanksgiving 
service, whether held in Massachusetts 
or Virginia, and our multiplied Thanks- 
giving Days since, declare this. We put 
on our currency, “In God We Trust,” 
and confidently refer to ours as a Chris- 
tian nation. Surely we are God’s favor- 
ites. Amos might properly say to us, 
speaking for God, “Ye only have I 
known of all the families of the earth.” 
How eagerly we cry “Amen” to such a 
statement; how happy we should be if 
he would stop there. But Amos cannot 
end with this. Whether or not we listen 
to him, he is constrained to continue. 


Alcohol: $10 Billion 


Surely Amos, would speak of our in- 
dulgence in alcohol; of the ten billion 
dollars spent in its legal purchase, and 
of the hundreds of millions, illegally; of 
the 70,000,000 who drink, two-thirds of 
our adult population; of the 5,000,000 
alcoholics, one-fourth of them women; 
of the crime, poverty, and wretchedness 
which result from such excesses. We 
drink our liquor in bowlfuls. Amos 
would also, take note of the shrewd ad- 
vertising which suggests that we should 
have champagne for Sunday breakfasts, 
that orange juice is all right for every 
day; but on Sunday we should have that 
feeling of ineffable luxury that comes 
from a bottle of champagne before noon; 
he would point to the whiskey manufac- 
turers, who once refrained from includ- 
ing women in their advertisements, as 


cigarette makers did long ago, but now 
have changed their policy. 

Amos would score our sexual im- 
morality. The number arrested for sex 
offenses, the 200,000 illegitimate births 
in 1956, the pornograhic pictures and 
literature sold, the torrid movies, the 
erotic novels and magazine stories, and 
those on a higher level, with sex deliber- 
ately written in for sales value; the psy- 
chiatrists who stress the danger of sup- 
pression, and encourage free expression 
of our urges. This would give Amos 
enough to start on. 

This modern Amos certainly would 
lament the breakdown of family life. 
Perhaps referring to the judge who stated 
that “America is the most divorced coun- 
try in the world,” and the fact that there 
is one divorce for every three marriages; 
more than 1,000 a day, 400,000 a year 
involving more than a million people, 
besides the desertions, the separations; 
the families, with love at an end, who 
stay together only from a sense of duty, 
or for financial reasons—with all the bit- 
terness, suffering and heartache that such 
conditions entail. 


Amos would cry aloud about our crime 
rate, and our indifference to human life. 
He would undoubtedly touch upon the 
tens of thousands killed, and the hun- 
dreds of thousands injured in automobile 
accidents every year, and to the nearly 
25,000 murders and suicides annually, 
the abortions, that are estimated at be- 
tween a half-million to a million yearly, 
the two and a half million major crimes 
committed last year, 53% by those under 
18. There would be a sad note in his 
voice as he spoke of juvenile crime. He 
would make no blanket indictment of 
youth. He would know that the great 
majority of our young people are fine 
and true, so many better, despite the un- 
wholesome pressures of today, than those 
of past years; but he would be heart- 
sick that 750,000 boys and girls between 
10 and 17, one of every thirty in that 
age bracket, were arrested in 1957 for 
violating the law. He could hardly fail 
to speak of the $20-25 billion—which is 
a modest estimate—spent each year in 
organized gambling. His voice would 
probably rise in wrath as he faced us 
with the bomb scares, and bombings 
within less than two years. What a list 
there is—eight Jewish synagogues, four 
Christian churches, five school buildings, 
20 Negro homes—and the end is not yet! 


Rich vs. Poor 

Perhaps Amos would stress at greater 
length the gulf that exists between the 
rich and the poor. There are those who 
have winter homes and summer homes, 
or, for the latter, substitute yachts, or 


5 








long, expensive vacations, who, as they 
become richer, move from one section of 
the city to another more favored, build 
larger and larger houses, buy expensive 
cars, not content with one or two, and 
multiply their costly belongings. He 
would speak of rural slums, and urban 
slums; as he walked through any city 
he would find sections where there is 
room for the children to play, and for 
their parents to have gardens; where 
there are trees and shrubs, lovely in the 
spring, and glorious in the fall, and 
beautiful flowers which follow the year 
around; all of which make living a de- 
light. Not far away there are areas 
which stand in gloomy contrast—crowd- 
ed, drab, dirty, dark, brightened a bit 
by an occasional red geranium which 
raises its brave head above a tin can. 
Here he would find the children of the 
poor—some of them bedraggled, playing 
in the streets, life which is struggle and 
drudgery, and often misery. 


One of our current magazines recently 
carried a feature article, “Planning for 
Your Children’s Future—What Every 
Father Should Know.” In it, a wise 
economist wrote of insurance, invest- 
ments in stocks and bonds and real estate, 
and other ways by which a farsighted 
father can provide security for his wife 
and children. But what if the father is 
without work? At present, four million 
are unemployed. What if the father, who 
has a job, is poor? Not long ago I sat 
in church by a gentleman, who, like my- 
self, had come early. As we talked he 
spoke of his love for his four children, 
and expressed a desire to be with them 
more, his regret that he had seen them 
so little, as he had only two weekends 
off each month, and had been taking extra 
jobs then that he might add a bit to his 
income. Then he said simply and sadly, 
in no spirit of bitterness or complaint, 
“When you are poor, you can’t do much 
for your children.” How could he plan 
for the future of his family, when day 
by day they had barely enough to live 
on. I wondered what chance he would 
have to get ahead, for he was a Negro. 


Amos probably would call our atten- 
tion to the motto over the portico of the 
United States Supreme Court Building 
in Washington, “Equal Justice Under 
Law.” We think of this motto as writ- 
ten over every courthouse; and we raise 
the question whether or not that noble 
principle holds for the poor man, and 
for those of every race; if they have the 
same chance for justice as those who are 
white, or rich? Amos might remind us, 
that one indication that all is not well 
with our civilization is the fact that one 
out of ten has been, is, or will be in 
need of psychiatric help; that foreign 
commentators refer to America as “one 
vast mental hospital,” and that countless 
millions seek to escape their environment 
by means of tranquilizing drugs, so that 
an eminent writer has facetiously said 


that with us “Mightier than the pen, 
or the sword, is the pill!” 


Defense Is Offered 


We have heard enough, and like Ama- 
ziah, we would wish our Amos to go 
back to his rugged mountains. We cry 
in defense quoting one of our eminent 
theologians, that “‘we are more religious 
than other nations”; and we add in sup- 
port, that more than 60% of our people 
belong to some church or synagogue, that 
our churches are filled, that we are 
spending a billion dollars a year on new 
buildings, that our gifts for all causes 
are at an all-time high. Surely God 
must know all this and be pleased with 
us—but not the God of Amos. The 
prophet will not let us off: Hear him! 

God is personal—how real is your 
religion? Do you know him? 

God is sovereign—do you put him 
first? Are your aims in life spiritual ? 

God is righteous—with him morality 
and religion, everyday life and worship 
must be bound together; his concern is 
not for the size of your country, your 
armies, your cities, your houses, your 
cars, your bank accounts, or stock-hold- 
ings, your school and college enrollments, 
your church membership, or budgets. 
His concern is for the way you are keep- 
ing his law—how fully the teachings of 
Christ are wrought into your life with 
your fellows, the ideals he has set before 
you, his example followed! 

Christ said, “He that saveth his life 
shall lose it’; ‘‘A man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth”; “Seek ye first the King- 
dom of God and his righteousness”’; 
“Whosoever will be great among you, let 
him be your minister”; ‘““The Son of Man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister”; and Peter said of Jesus that 
he “went about doing good.” 

How does life in America chime with 
his words, and his example? With him 
spiritual values come first. Let us look 
again at ourselves and our nation. 


“Success” Standard 

Sorokin declares that ours is a “sen- 
sate culture.” Reinhold Niebuhr affirms 
that “we are more secular than any other 
nation.” And a college survey of youth 
around the world reports that our nation 
is, more than any other, preoccupied 
with material things. Can we deny that 
the goal of the great majority of our 
people is success, and that the key word 
of our life is competition? Do we not 
equate success with possessions—money, 
position, power, prestige, the security 
they give, and the pleasure they furnish 
largely on the basis of the things they 
provide, and the opportunity they afford 
for sensual enjoyment? 

The prophet Amos has only to look 
at our advertising, its purpose, and its 
appeal, in order to condemn us. Does it 
not seek to make us unhappy with what 
we have; does it not call us to spend 


more, to buy more, to avoid denying 
ourselves, to borrow, and enjoy life now? 
There is no need for a down payment, 
We can have three years to finish paying 
for this or that gadget. One of our big 
banks urged those listening to its radio 
commercial—“Borrow from us to get 
your new car, save the difference, and 
live it up.” We are encouraged to spend 
money that we do not have for things 
which we could do without. 


All Are Guilty 


The pressure of our society exalts suc- 
cess, it puts things first, it seeks con- 
stantly to persuade us to get not what we 
need but what we want, and get it now. 
This pressure is terrific upon our leaders 
of industry and upon those who have 
only a little, or even much, but not 
enough with which to satisfy their wants, 
as in positions of responsibility in busi- 
ness or state or labor union or even in 
church or any other organization they 
control or handle money. How many 
shady and cruel deals there are; how 
much embezzlement and stealing! To 
walk through a store, or pass a car or a 
bank, brings a temptation to some. Who 
of us can deny that he helps create this 
hurtful, secular climate? Are we not all 
guilty; and do not we have some respon- 
sibility for the sins of others? Do we 
who are Christians lift our voices against 
such a society; do we resist it, and con- 
demn it by the way in which we live? 
Do we still live simply, though our in- 
come increases? Does more money mean 
that we shall indulge ourselves further, 
or be better able and more willing to help 
others whose need is greater than ours? 

Do we strive to change the goals and 
character of our society, though such a 
course will be unpopular, so that there 
will be fulness of life for all the people? 

Has the church or the nation respond- 
ed properly and gratefully to God’s good- 
ness? Can we hope for his continued 
blessing? Do we deserve it? Have we 
worthily expressed our gratitude, not 
simply in words, but in upright and kind 
lives? Must not Amos call us to re- 
pentance, utter the same cry that Israel 
heard, “Seek the Lord, and live’; not 
just by going to church oftener, or giving 
more than we have done, or by stricter 
sabbath observance, or assembling on 
national holidays as on this Thanksgiv- 
ing Day; but by hearkening to the 
prophet as he says, “Seek good, and not 
evil,” “let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an overflowing 
stream.” Should we really obey him, 
think of what pride, what selfishness, 
what envy, what greed, what dishonesty, 
what injustice, what impurity would be 
swept out of our personal and national 
life on that mighty flood! 

Someone has said that we “are living 
in the most impressive climax of his- 
tory.” That seems true for our country, 
for involved in our turning to God is not 
only our own future, but so far as we 
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can see now, the future of the other 
nations of the earth. In a real sense, 
on America’s repentance, and new devo- 
tion to God hangs the fate of the world. 
I am sure that America’s repentance, the 
revival of true religion, will not come 
until we who call ourselves Christians 
are so significantly different from those 
who make no claim to be his followers, 
so much like our Lord in our willingness 
to serve and sacrifice, that we shall con- 
vince those outside the church of the 
reality of the Christian religion, that it 
does change lives and causes people to 
feel, in this day of uncertainty, tension, 
constant danger, and fear, their need of 
the presence and power of our Lord in 
their own hearts. 


Probably other people judge us most 
readily by our relation to money. How 
we make it, save it, spend it, give it. I 
am not thinking about those who have 
much, but about all of us. This, people 
can see, and understand. It might be to 
them the clearest evidence whether or not 
we had obeyed our Lord’s commandment 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, and 
to love God with all our hearts. 


Alternative to Repentance 


Back in the Old Testament that an- 
cient prophet Amos held before the peo- 
ple of Israel the alternative to repentance. 
Seek God and live; if not, then doom! 
The judgment of God is inevitable. In 
the thinking of Amos sin carries in it 
the seeds of its own destruction. The 
people of Israel could no more be un- 
faithful to the convenant, nor could they 
be self-indulgent and indifferent to their 
brothers’ needs, and continue to prosper 
than they could drive horses over jagged 
rocks or plow the ocean with a yoke of 
oxen. Unrepentant violators of the cov- 
enant must now prepare to meet their 
righteous God. Even now Assyria looms 
on the horizon. Within a generation Is- 
rael’s glory was at an end and her people 
were in exile. 

Recently I picked up again a book by 
Sorokin entitled, Man and Society in 
Calamity, and found him saying at the 
very end of the book that the best way 
out of this crisis was marvelously for- 
mulated long ago. “Therefore, I say 
unto you, Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put 
on. But seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you... .” 

Unless we follow Christ’s teaching, 
Sorokin affirms that “the way out will 
always be the ‘way of death,’ ordeal and 
destruction.” He seems to speak to us 
almost as did Amos to Israel, “Ye only 
have I blessed of all the nations of the 
earth; therefore—we, like Israel, have 
to face that awful word—“therefore I 
will punish you for all your iniquities.” 
... “Seek good, and not evil.”. . . “Seek 
the Lord and live!” 
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If we as Americans do not do this, 
who knows? There is the counterpart of 
Assyria, on our not-too-far horizon! 


FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e It is astonishing what 
sap old Emerson still retains! Ignored 
and even derided in his native land, his 
works continue to nourish and stimulate 
the emerging people of India and Africa. 
At the recent seminar on “Creating a 
Modern Democratic Africa,” held at 
Rhodes and attended by representatives 
of thirteen African countries, Thomas 
Dop of Senegal called upon Africans to 
be “themselves” in these stirring words: 

With a foreign personality you can 

only live a foreign life! In Emerson’s 

words, Insist on yourself! Never imi- 


tate! The only gift you can make is 
that which is indisputably yours! 


TUESDAY ¢ In Houston recently I 
saw a huge illuminated billboard adver- 
tising a well-known insurance company. 
It bore the company’s name, followed by 
the text, for which it gave chapter and 
verse: “We that are strong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak.” 


WEDNESDAY ¢@ Many seminaries now 
have an internship program which in- 
volves the student spending a year away 
from the seminary under the guidance 
of an experienced pastor, a kind of west- 
ern adaptation of the Indian guru-chela 
system. I met one such chela yesterday; 
he had not been a conspicuously good 
student, but his first words to me were: 
“T have learned two things in St. Alpha’s 
under Dr. Fairbrother: to be responsible, 
and to strive to communicate.” 


THURSDAY @ When a problem has 
bothered and baffled men for centuries, 
it is surely time to ask whether they have 
posed the question aright. The mark of 
a great thinker is that he can by-pass old 
problems by shaping new questions. 
That’s what I like about a man like 
Martin Buber. The age-old problem of 
subjective versus objective has given 
place in his hands to I-it and I-thou, 
which causes us to look at the matter in 
a new and more fruitful light. 


FRIDAY ¢@ The best bit of news I heard 
today was that there is now a theological 
student on the editorial board of the 
Chicago Review. I have long deplored 
the absence of theological students from 
the secular life of the universities to 
which they are nominally attached. Some 
theological students might as well, be 
living on desert islands for all the in- 
fluence they exert on the secular life of 
their times. 


SATURDAY e I am working on a ser- 
mon on the familiar text, “Cast thy bur- 


den upon the Lord.” I have been driven 
to it by the sight of so many people who 
are casting their burdens on their wives, 
on their girl-friends, on their children. 
Many people today seem to be looking 
for salvation from marriage, from sex, 
from child-begetting, and this imposes a 
terrific burden upon their partners and 
children. I had a letter the other day 
from a young couple who told me that 
their little baby was “such a redemptive 
person,” meaning that the coming of 
the child had eased their strained rela- 
tions with each other! Poor kid! 


SUNDAY e | preached today for one 
of my students, who is a part-time pastor 
in a new housing development. The 
church was a raw, ungracious building, 
with no acoustical refinements, and I 
wondered again how some of our “star” 
preachers would fare under such condi- 
tions. Every ounce of atmosphere had 
to be created by the minister and con- 
gregation; there was no hushed feeling 
of anticipation, which, in many great 
churches, prepares the way for the 
preacher; no professional music to assist 
him. I think we ought to put up a spe- 
cial prayer for these student-pastors, 
working under such great handicaps. But 
I must say that my friend did not appear 
to be sorry for himself! 


Australian Churches to 
Study Common Basis 


SYDNEY, AuSTRALIA—New steps to- 
wards union with the Methodist and Con- 
gregational denominations have been 
taken by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia. 

The Assembly has voted to send State 
Assemblies and presbyteries the report 
of a joint commission of the three 
churches asking that special attention be 
given to the section of the report dealing 
with the common beliefs of the three 
bodies. It has also recommended study 
of the report by both inter-denomina- 
tional and denominational groups. 

Both the Congregational Union’s Bien- 
nial Council and the Methodist Church’s 
General Conference are expected to con- 
sider the three-way merger proposal at 
forthcoming meetings. (EPS) 


Public Executions Urged 
To Halt Capital Punishment 


WILLIAMsBuURG, VA. (RNS)—Capital 
punishment would be instantly abolished 
if public executions were held at state 
capitols and all state legislators were 
required to watch, an Episcopal minister 
predicted here. 

As another sure means of ending cap- 
ital punishment, the Rev. C. Lester Kin- 
solving of Pasco, Wash., suggested that 
children also be allowed to view films of 
such executions over television. 

Mr. Kinsolving addressed the 28th 
synod of the Episcopal province of 
Washington, D.C. 
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EDITORIAL 
Were You There? 


Identification has been the word in 
the popular television quiz shows—we 
watched the contestant and stood with 
him in the battle of wits. We triumphed 
with him and, when demanded, fell be- 
fore the onslaught of specialized prob- 
ing. 

Now, it would be assumed, with the 
flood of confessions of complicity in the 
fraudulent manipulation of these shows, 
American viewers might feel some 
qualms about the rigged performances, 
but the opinion samplers report other- 
wise. Average TV viewers have no sense 
of moral revulsion over this messy per- 
formance. Only to a barely perceptible 
degree are they concerned about it. They 
are troubled deeply about one thing— 
their favorite means of entertainment has 
been upset. They are not appreciably 
resentful that they have been deluded or 
that a nationwide fraud has been op- 
erated. They just want to be entertained. 

This may well constitute a far more 
serious problem than the one involving 
the tragedy of a Charles Van Doren— 
or it may well provide the climate in 
which such personal bankruptcy can take 
place. 

For consideration of other aspects of 
this episode, see Roscoe Drummond’s 
penetrating comments in the next column. 





Football Supreme 

One of the less pleasant pre-Thanks- 
giving notes sounded this year came from 
Little Rock where the big football com- 
petition between Central and Hall High 
Schools is set at the time the traditional 
Thanksgiving worship is conducted 
throughout the city—Thursday morning. 

A committee of ministers visited the 
school board and asked for the game to 
be scheduled for afternoon, but school 
officials fear that an afternoon schedule 
will hurt the “gate” because of other 
games, particularly those on television. 

Despite requests since 1957, seeking 


resolution of this conflict with Thanks- 
giving worship, the school board held to 
the morning schedule, though it promised 
to “examine the situation” after this 
year’s game to see if the practice is 
satisfactory. 


Since 1838, That Is! 


Our recent news story on the Selma, 
Ala., attack on the leadership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., referred to 
the vote of confidence given Dr. Thomp- 
son when the Synod of Virginia re-elected 
him moderator only a few years after he 


had served in that office. This, we re- 
ported, was the one and only time this 
had been done. 


Now, our attention has been called to 
the fact that this was an error. It has 
not been done since 1838. Before that 
time, however, moderators were repeated 
—one of them was elected five times! 


x * * 
KEEP CLOSE to Jesus both in life and 
death. . . . Commit thyself unto his 


faithfulness, who, when all fail, can 
alone help thee—THomas 4 KEmpis. 
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TV’s Contempt for the U.S. Public 
By ROSCOE DRUMMOND 


WASHINGTON — IN THE RANGE OF 
MORAL SQUALOR which has disfigured the 
TV quiz business, it seems to me that 
the worst offense is the crass disdain and 
disrespect for the American public in the 
frenzied effort to sell something, via pop- 
ular entertainment. 

Most of the rigged shows were com- 
pletely “packaged” performances turned 
over to the networks in toto to go on 
the screen, handled by advertising agen- 
cies and independent producers with the 
sole purpose of gaining access to your 
living room by deception to make a sale. 

The offense which I am protesting is 
the assumption by too many of the prac- 
titioners of Madison Avenue: 

That the United States is populated 
mostly by boobs and morons. 

That “people’—the 170,000,000 out- 
side the slick inner circle (bounded by 
Madison Ave. and Park)—were invented 
and exist primarily to be duped, deceived, 
and defrauded. 

That anything goes if it works even 
for a time. 





* * * 


I pO NOT CONDONE the negligent net- 

works. I do not condone the corrupted 
contestants. I do not extenuate the 
crimes of those who, seeing they were 
likely to be exposed, sought to promote 
perjury. But I can’t escape the convic- 
tion that in all this shoddy mess the 
offense which transcends all the offenses 
is this smug, cool, disdainful sneer of 
people as people, this self-centered treat- 
ment of the millions of viewers as if they 
weren’t human beings at all, but a body 
of Trendex statistics who have no taste, 
no moral rights, no personality—a kind 
of faceless public which should be led 
around by the nose without knowing it. 

I am not attacking advertising. I like 
advertising. I believe in advertising. In 
fact, it is not fraudulent commercials 
about a product which has made so many 
of the quiz shows such a stench. It is, 
rather, fraudulent entertainment put on 
by glossy deceptive methods, in behalf 


of a product, which is, to me, most 
offensive. 

A TV commercial does not invade 
our living rooms by deceit. It is labeled 
for what it is. But the exposed quiz show 
performances which surrounded the com- 
mercials, did invade our homes under 
false pretenses. 

This is worse than subliminal adver- 
tising, a process by which slogans are 
flashed on a screen so faintly that they 
can’t be seen with the eye. But the 
theory is that they are felt with the mind, 
that they leave a compulsion in the sub- 
conscious that will have a high proba- 
bility, its sponsors claim, of being acted 
upon. Anyway, should it take on, Rep. 
Jim Wright (D-Texas), a former adver- 
tising executive, has already introduced 
legislation to outlaw its use. 

* * x 


BUT THE MASS ASSAULT upon the credu- 

lity of millions of people carried out 
with deceptive acting and a fraudulent 
semblance of intellectual integrity and 
fake precautions against favoritism, is 
more pernicious than subliminal adver- 
tising. Here it is not the commercial 
slogan which can’t be seen. It is the en- 
tertainment itself which can’t be seen 
because what is going on is not visible 
and what is visible is not going on. 

If subliminal advertising is a crime 
against the viewer, then so are subliminal 
quiz shows. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the 
public is going to ban the quiz shows by 
neglecting them until there is solid as- 
surance that this shabby hoax has been 
cleaned up and cleaned out. I am not 
happy about government censorship of 
entertainment, but you can take it for 
granted that if the industry doesn’t police 
itself, Congress will act. The industry 
can police itself—if it really wants to. 

But no reform will be adequate until 
those who do so much to set social stand- 
ards free themselves from their contemp- 
tuous attitude toward people.—Courtesy, 
New York Herald Tribune Syndicate. 
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Off-beat Meditation for Thanksgiving 


“For Life, and for the Means of Life” 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


66 ON’T ASK: ME how I am,” said 

an old man responding to a greet- 
ing. “Ask me how my appliances are 
working.” 

We needn’t laugh. It is not only old 
men who get along by means of sundry 
appliances. So do the rest of us, except 
that we do not always carry them about 
with us. 

If we are thankful to be alive, we 
should be thankful for whatever makes 
life possible. “Rain and fruitful sea- 
sons” were named by Paul long ago as 
evidence of God’s care. But it takes more 
than rain and fruitful seasons to keep 
us alive today. It took more, then, of 
course, only nobody had it. The popula- 
tion of the world grew very slowly for 
centuries, the expectation of life for any 
one individual was pretty short. Rain 
and fruitful seasons do not ward off 
diphtheria nor smallpox nor malaria; 
they do not kill off typhus-bearing rats, 
nor lessen the population of vermin. 
Babies kept right on dying until gadgets 
were invented to save them. 

“We plow the fields and scatter 

The good seed on the land,” 
we sing in a thanksgiving hymn. How 
unrealistic this is in most of our lives! 
Mighty few plowmen are left in Presby- 
terian congregations, and nobody scatters 
seed any more; they use corn planters 
and wheat drills. 

“All is safely gathered in, 

Ere the winter storms begin,” 
another Thanksgiving hymn has it. Well, 
we don’t do that any more either; most 
of us don’t. We expect the supermarket 
to keep furnishing us with fresh vege- 
tables and meat all winter long. And 
even the wheat farmer no longer just 
piles his wheat in his barn as they did 
in Bible times. He takes it to town and 
it is shipped to a big grain elevator and 
dumped into bins where thermostats keep 
watch over it day and night. Wheat 
isn’t safely gathered in when it is merely 
sheltered from storms. Without all those 
thermostats, scores of them in one eleva- 
tor, most of the stored wheat would 


spoil. 
Aloweoe FOLD KING 


NO. K-3 TABLE 
TEMPERED MASONITE 
PLASTICIZED TOP 












“ FOLDING TABLE LINE 


Kitchen committees, social groups, attene 
tion! Factory prices 


Wortae 
Foye Kine 
iscounts up to 40% 
to Churches, Schools, Clubs, etc. Monroe 
all-new FOLD-KING Banquet Tables, 
with exclusive new automatic folding and 
locking, super strength, easy scating. 68 models and sizes. 

BIG NEW 1960 CATALOG FREE 
Color pictures, Full line tables, chairs, table and chair trucks, plat- 
form-risers, portable partitions, bulletin boards, Our 52nd _ year. 


THE MONROE CO., 80 Church St., Colfax, lowa 






DIRECT PRICES 
DISCOUNTS & TERMS 











NOVEMBER 16, 1959 


We may still be thankful for rain and 
fruitful seasons. They are as needful as 
ever. But in our crowded urban culture 
vast numbers of us would be dead, and 
vaster throngs would be living meager 
pain-filled lives, if it were not for the 
gadgets that make it possible for us to 
live in this world. 


‘sT{ OR LIFE, and for the means of 

life’ we thank our God. And the 
means of life are not just loaves of bread 
and glasses of water. Without certain 
gadgets, appliances, mechanical or chem- 
ical devices, the water would be poison 
and the bread wouldn’t be there. Half 
a million people live in and around 
Louisville, Kentucky. Their drinking 
water comes from the Ohio River. That 
river water has already been detoured 
through the homes and the factories, the 
water and sewer systems, of Pittsburgh, 
Wheeling, Huntington, Charleston, and 
Cincinnati, not to mention many other 
places. It would be absolutely unfit to 
drink, if it were not filtered and chlo- 
rinated. (Chlorine isn’t the only chem- 
ical used, but it’s the best known.) The 
result doesn’t taste much like the stuff 
from the Old Oaken Bucket, but it’s 
safer. Thank God for chlorine! And 
thank him for people who know how to 
use it. If you were given a bucket of 
river water and a test-tube of chlorine, 
would you know how to get drinking 
water? Most readers of this page would 
be dead today if it were not for the chem- 
ical gadgets that keep us from commit- 
ting suicide with the next glass of water 
we drink. 


As for the bread and the other things 
in your market, take a careful look at 
the labels. They come from everywhere; 
they contain rare and valuable nutri- 


tional materials; they were put together 
or packed under cleaner conditions than 
most people could have in their own 
kitchens. The milk that arrives at your 
back door has had a lot done to it since 
an electric gadget took it out of the cow 
—and if it hadn’t been done, that milk 
would be as dangerous as unrefined river 
water. 


“For life, and for the means of life. . .” 
The means of life, in our time, are varied 
past imagination. We do not think of 
oil as a means of life. But so it is. The 
food in the supermarket was not brought 
in by oxteams; it came on truck and on 
trains. Let all the vehicles that depend 
on oil stop running, and most of America 
will go hungry. 


F IN THE ORDINARY RUN of life 

we depend on innumerable gadgets to 
keep alive, so in the pinches. Many an 
American has had an illness which in 
his grandfather’s time would have been 
fatal. Antibiotics, or an oxygen tent, 
or an operation which once was consid- 
ered impossible—indeed not considered 
at all, some surgical device or synthetic 
drug—some of these, even as you read 
these lines, are saving the lives of persons 
whose families once upon a time might 
as well have called the undertaker. Many 
of you, gentle readers, are able to read 
because in your earliest hour on earth 
you were in a place more nearly germ- 
proof than the kitchens and bedrooms 
that greeted your might-have-been an- 
cestors who were not hardy enough to 
stay alive amidst the microbes. 


You pray for your children, and you 
thank God for them. While in the mood 
of gratitude, let us not forget to thank 
God for every thermometer and test-tube, 
every device for vaccinating, every chem- 
ical plant, every microscope and micro- 
tome, by which these children now live 
and flourish. 


For life, and for the means of life, let 
us thank the Living God. 
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Bible Study for 25 
Draws 170 in Louisville 


A Bible study course offered by mem- 
bers of the faculty of Louisville Theo- 
logical Seminary that required a guaran- 
tee of 25 participants was overwhelmed 
by a turnout of 170 interested men and 
women who wanted to take the once-a- 
week course. 

Robert C. Hobson, an attorney, started 
it all when he suggested that Louisville 
professors use the new volumes in the 
Layman’s Bible Commentary, five of 
which appeared this fall. 

The fact that several of the seminary’s 
professors have been involved in the pro- 
duction of the series is a minor reason 
for their response as teachers. They were 
glad to see enough interest displayed by 
this lawyer and any others who might 
join with him to give of their time and 
energies for eight Monday nights. The 
fee charged is $10 each or $15 for a 
husband and wife. Louisville Presby- 
terian churches spread the word and on 
the first night 160 forced the class out 
of the proposed room into the seminary 
chapel where extra chairs had to be 
brought in. 

All ages are included in the course 
and there is widespread enthusiasm. 
There are four background courses on 
origins and methods and then there will 
be four sessions devoted to the book of 
Genesis. 
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TRAINING TO BE OFFERED 
PEOPLE GOING ABROAD 


The program of American Overseas 
Churchmanship of the United Presby- 
terian, USA, Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations with training in- 
stitutes is scheduled for three locations 
across the country after Jan. 1. 

These institutes are provided for Prot- 
estant laymen planning to live and work 
abroad, to offer guidance for them in 
relation to U. S. foreign policy, cultural 
patterns, population pressures, and re- 
ligions of the lands in which they will 
live. In addition, they will learn some- 
thing of the scope of the Christian church 
and ways in which they may be able 
to relate themselves in their new com- 
munities abroad to the ecumenical mis- 
sion of the church. 

The institutes are scheduled as follows: 
Jan. 22-28, Ecumenical Training Center, 
Stony Point, N. Y.; Feb. 12-18, Thomp- 
son House, Webster Groves, St. Louis, 
Mo.; Mar. 11-17, Mar Casa Beach re- 
treat, Los Angeles. 


Churches’ Fire Loss: 
$18 Million Last Year 


Boston (RNS)—Church property val- 
ued at $18,166,000 was destroyed by fires 
during the past year, according to figures 
compiled by the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association’s headquarters here. 

There was a total of 4,200 fires in 
churches in the United States, an in- 
crease of 1,100 over the previous year. 
Total dollar losses showed a decrease 
of about $2,500,000, the association said. 

While the number of fires in churches 
and religious buildings showed a big 
increase there was a decided drop in the 
number of “large loss” church fires— 
which includes those doing damage of 
$250,000 or more. 

In analyzing the blazes the association 
discovered that defective heating systems 
caused the majority of fires. Incendiaries 
played a large part in the loss also, more 
so than in other types of buildings, the 
study revealed. 

Faulty electrical wiring was the third 
largest cause of fires. 

“The major problem in church fires is 
delayed discovery,” the association said, 
“since so often there are few or no people 
around the building to detect the fire. 
This also allows a small blaze to grow 
into a big one.” 


It said the best answer to this problem 
is automatic fire detection and installa- 
tion of sprinklers. 

The association also commented that 
there is evidence that many churches are 
awakening to the fire problem and are 
taking steps—with actions ranging from 
better housekeeping up through the vital 
installation of sprinklers and automatic 
alarms. This may possibly be reflected 
in the reduction of losses this past year, 
it noted. 

“One thing we would like to preach 
is the necessity for exit drills in Sunday 
schools,” the association said. “They are 
just as essential as in public schools, 
more so in many instances, because Sun- 
day school quarters frequently include 
odd corners and rooms here and there, 
basement areas, etc., pressed into service 
to meet expansion needs.” 


Florida Women Want 
School Bible Reading 


MraM1, FLA. (RNS)—Efforts to end 
religious observances in the public 
schools here were labeled as “un-Amer- 
ican, un-Biblical, and undesirable” by 
Women of the Church, Everglades Pres- 
bytery of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 

A Miami circuit judge recently re- 
jected a suit seeking to halt Bible read- 
ing, recitation of the Lord’s Prayer and 
other religious practices in Dade County 
public schools, but two other similar 
suits are awaiting judgment. 

“Of course we realize,” the women 
said, “some of the technical difficulties 
in dealing with minority groups, and 
that the United States government tech- 
nically and officially is not committed to 
the Bible and Christianity as a religion. 
However, the whole history of the Amer- 
ican Republic and the very fabric of 
American life is founded upon Christi- 
anity and spiritual principles. This in- 
cludes the Constitution of the U.S.” 

Those protesting religious observances 
in the schools claim such practices are 
unconstitutional. 

2 
I AM FOR going on, and venturing my 

eternal state with Christ, whether I 
have comfort here or no. .. . I will leap 
off the ladder even blindfolded into eter- 
nity, sink or swim, come heaven, come 
hell. Lord Jesus, if thou wilt catch me, 
do; if not, I will venture for thy Name. 
—JOHN BUNYAN. 
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Sound education undergirded by Christian faith. 
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“TAKE LESS, DO MORE” 
FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. (RNS)—A prominent 
Protestant leader said here that he would 
like to see churches in this country “take 


less and do more” in the struggle to pre- | 


serve religious liberty. 

Claud D. Nelson, director of the De- 
partment of Religious Liberty of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, addressed the 
16th annual meeting of the Pittsburgh 
Council of Churches. 

He scored what he termed a growing 
tendency to accept government subsidy 
and compromise on principles of the 
church. 

“We have to strive for the right rela- 
tion between the state and the church,” 
he declared. “I have seen religious lib- 
erty slowly slip away in other countries 
where the church accepts too much from 
the state.” 

Dr. Nelson said he felt religious lib- 
erty in America was becoming less secure 
with increased confusion over the separa- 
tion of church and state. He urged that 
Americans be especially zealous about 
protecting their religious liberty since 
“religious liberty is the foundation of 
all our freedoms . . . and without it our 
common civic liberties are in danger.” 


INTERRACIAL CHURCHES 





SOUGHT IN PHILADELPHIA | 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. (RNS) — The 
Evangelical and Reformed Church and 
the United Presbyterian Church, USA, 
have launched their first interracial con- 
gregations in Philadelphia in pilot pro- 
grams involving four churches that were 
once flourishing white congregations. 


Consolidation of the McDowell Me- | 
morial church, which has been Negro for | 


22 years, with the Tioga Presbyterian, 


in North Philadelphia, which has had | 
its white congregation largely siphoned | 


off by neighborhood change, is being 


sponsored by the Presbytery of Philadel- 


phia. 


and its congregation of 225, led by its 
Negro pastor, Walter D. Bowen, united 
with the Tioga church on November 1. 


The McDowell property is to be sold | 


The church boards and organizations will | 


be integrated, and a white co-pastor 
called. 

There are only a few such completely 
interracial Presbyterian churches in the 
country. 


The Philadelphia Synod of the E & R | 


Church, aided by the E & R Board of 
National Missions, for the first time has 
a mission to Negroes and Puerto Ricans 
through two formerly all-white churches. 

However, the Presbyterian Church has 
had a number of all-Negro congregations 
for many years. Some of their pastors 
were trained at the nearby seminary of 
Lincoln University. This seminary was 
closed in June, with the idea that Negro 
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students should attend such larger sem- 
inaries as Princeton; itself a step in the 
process of integration. 


Mrs. McLeod, Jap Patterson 
Named to Chaplaincy Group 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—Mrs. W. 
Murdoch McLeod, executive director of 
the 5 eg of United Church Wom- 
en of the National Council of Churches, 
was elected the first woman member of 
the General Commission on Chaplains 
and Armed Forces Personnel in the 42- 
year history of that body. 

Mrs. McLeod was elected to ex-officio 
membership at the semi-annual meeting 
of the General Commission held here. 
The commission represents 34 Protestant 
denominations in a liaison capacity with 
the chaplains of the armed forces. 

The commission also voted to make 
Samuel J. Patterson, executive director 
of the NCC’s Department of United 
Church Men, an ex-officio member. The 
move was taken in an effort to co-ordinate 
the work of the commission with the va- 
rious church agencies interested in the 
welfare of men and women in the armed 
forces. A similar liaison arrangement is 
in im elect + with the NCC’s Division of 


ye FE. 





Christian Education and its Commission 
on General Christian Education. 


In another action, the General Com- 
mission approved plans for a series of 
six interdenominational retreats that will 
be held for chaplains of the armed forces 
stationed in the United States. Chap- 
lains in the East will attend a retreat 
at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., January 4-7; 
the West, Pacific Grove, Cal., Jan. 18- 
21; Southwest, Mo-Ranch, Hunt, Tex., 
Feb. 1-4; Rocky Mountain area, Estes 
Park, Colo., May 2-5; Midwest, Linden- 
wood College, St. Charles, Mo., June 
6-9; and South, Ridgecrest, N.C., June 
6-9. 

In even-numbered years such as 1960, 
the General Commission will sponsor in- 
terdenominational retreats for chaplains, 
while in odd-numbered years, like 1961, 
the various denominations will sponsor 
retreats for their own chaplains. 





The congregation of the 76th Street 
church, Birmingham, Ala., is planning 
to buy a $3,000 boat for two missionaries 
to Brazil. This ““Amazon Gospel Launch” 
will be used by the Jon Crows in the 
Amazon River section of the North Bra- 
zil Mission, reaching people beyond the 
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In meeting its budget to employ an 
executive secretary New Orleans Pres- 
bytery has raised the per capita assess- 
ment on all church members to $1 for 
1960, with the St. Charles Avenue church 
of New Orleans having the largest assess- 
ment ($1,606). 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Plans are going forward in the $15,- 
000,000 objective sought by Trinity Uni- 
versity of San Antonio, Texas, for the 
establishment of a graduate school by 
1969, Trinity’s 100th year. 

x * 

Maryville College (Tenn.) is engaged 
in a current gifts campaign for this year 
seeking $110,000. The Maryville en- 
dowment has passed the $3,000,000 mark 
this year for the first time. 

x * * 

A select group of 15 Occidental 
(Calif.) students have joined three pro- 
fessors in a special seminar to explore 
“the anatomy of knowing.” This sem- 
inar is a key element in a newly-inau- 
gurated college honors program of en- 
riched and advanced studies for superior 
students. With a large part of the funds 
already pledged, the college is now seek- 
ing the remainder of an $800,000 fund 
for its new music and speech arts center. 

* + * 

In appreciation of his twenty years at 
Whitworth College, the trustees of the 
college will send President Frank F. 
Warren and Mrs. Warren on a tour of 
the Near East next spring. On this tour 
Dr. Warren will confer the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws upon President 
Frances Gray of Beirut College for 
Women, Beirut, Lebanon. 

* ¢ « 

The College of Wooster (Ohio) has 
an enrollment of 1,247 this term. The 
new Wooster Inn, a half-million-dollar 
colonial-type structure on the northeast 
corner of the campus, a gift of board 
chairman Robert E. Wilson, is in use for 
the first time. Wooster’s objective of $20 
million by 1966, its 100th anniversary, 
will provide new buildings worth eight 
million dollars, renovation of existing 
buildings, two million, a seven-million- 
dollar expansion of endowment funds 
and a current operations program of three 
million. 





*x* * * 


William A. Morrison, general secre- 
tary of the United Presbyterian, USA, 
Board of Christian Education, received 
an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree at 
the fall convocation of Westminster Col- 
lege, New Wilmington, Pa. 

* * * 

Missouri Valley College will receive 
25% of the estate valued at nearly 
$1,000,000 left by Mrs. John M. Roberts 
of Chicago. 
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CONFRONTED BY CHRIST 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for November 29, 1959 
Acts 9:1-9 


This week we study the familiar story 
of Paul’s conversion. ‘The threefold 
repetition of this story (Acts 9:1-9; 22:3- 
21; 26:9-18) indicates the importance 
which was attached to this event in the 
life and thinking of the early church. The 
conversion of Paul was not only one of 
the great events in the history of Chris- 
tianity; it was one of the great events 
in the history of the world.” In addition 
it is perhaps the best passage in the Bible 
in which to discover the real meaning of 
conversion. Jesus said, “Except one be 
born anew, he cannot see the Kingdom of 
God.” There are elements in Paul’s ex- 
perience which were unique; there are 
others characteristic of all true conver- 
sion. 


Before we take up our study let us 
recall briefly what we know about Saul 
prior to this event. (1) He was born in 
Tarsus, which ranked with Athens and 
Alexandria as one of the great educa- 
tional centers of the Roman Empire. It 
was also a populous commercial city, 
thronged with sailors, merchants and 
students from all parts of the world. (2) 
Saul’s father was a Roman citizen, a 
highly coveted privilege which the son 
inherited. (3) Saul was brought up as 
a Hebrew of the Hebrews, which means 
that his family adhered strictly to Jew- 
ish customs in the midst of their Gentile 
environment. (4) He completed his edu- 
cation in Jerusalem under Gamaliel, re- 
garded as one of Israel’s greatest rabbis, 
and in time became himself a rabbi or 
teacher of the law. (5) He belonged to 
that sect among the Jews (that of the 
Pharisees) which was noted for its scru- 
pulous observance of all the religious 
ceremonies, for its patriotism and its zeal 
and for its piety and devotion. The 
Pharisees were all Zealots, but among 
them Saul became conspicuous for his 
zeal. 

While Saul labored and taught at Tar- 
sus, Jesus of Nazareth ended his brief 
ministry in Jerusalem and the apostles, 
inspired by his resurrection, began to 
lay the foundation of the Christian 
church. When Saul returned to Jeru- 
salem, he was greatly disturbed by the 
preaching of a man named Stephen who 
presented Jesus and his way of life so 
simply, so attractively that the temple 
and its ritual, the ceremonial law and its 
requirements, seemed of little worth. 

Never half-hearted about anything, 
Saul was soon in the thick of the battle. 
When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, 
was stoned, Saul was in charge of the 
execution, and in the great persecution 
which followed, he was the leading spirit. 
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Under his direction the authorities laid 
waste the church, entering into every 
house, and dragging out men and women, 
committed them to prison. Some were 
even put to death. Saul never forgot his 
part in this persecution. Many years 
later he said, “I am the least of all the 
apostles, that am not meet to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God (1 Cor. 15:9). And in 
the closing days of his life, still thinking 
of his youthful folly, he said: “I thank 
him that enabled me, even Jesus Christ 
our Lord, for that he counted me faith- 
ful, appointing me to his service, though 
I was before a blasphemer and a per- 
secutor and injurious. . . . Faithful is 
the saying and worthy of all acceptation 
that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners of whom I am chief” (1 
Tim. 1:12-15). 

Fortunately the persecution did not 
have the desired effect. They that were 
scattered abroad went about preaching 
the Word. New groups of believers 
sprang up everywhere—one, it seems, in 
the city of Damascus. Saul was only 
aroused to further activities. Damascus 
was several days’ journey from Jerusa- 
lem to the northeast. Though it was not 
under the jurisdiction of the Jerusalem 
Sanhedrin, the Jews were amenable to 
the local synagogue, which would listen 
to representations coming from the au- 
thorities of the Holy City. Paul, there- 
fore, still breathing murderous threats 
against the Lord’s disciples (according 
to A. T. Robertson, the phrase, “breath- 
ing, threatening and slaughter,” means 
that threatening and slaughter had come 
to be the very breath that Saul breathed, 
like a warhorse sniffing the smell of bat- 
tle) went to the high priest and asked him 
for letters to the synagogue in Damascus, 
so that if he found any men or women 
there who belonged to “the way” he might 
bring them in chains to Jerusalem. 


The distance from Jerusalem to Da- 
mascus is 160 miles. It can be covered 
now in a car, quite comfortably, in a few 
hours. But in Saul’s day, by foot, or on 
a plodding beast, the time would require 
from four to nine days. As Saul traveled 
he had time to think. We do not know 
what the thoughts were which passed 
through his mind, but no conversion, 
even the most sudden, comes without 
previous preparation. We know from his 
letter to the Romans (7:7-24) that his 
conscience during this period was not 
at rest. He had sought to find assurance 
of salvation through perfect obedience 
to the law. Gradually he had come to 
realize that this way was an impossible 


one, “for to will is present with me, but 
to do that which is good is not. For the 
good which I would I do not; but the evil 
which I would not, that I practice... . 
Wretched man that I am,” he cried fi- 
nally in despair, “who shall deliver me 
out of the body of this death?” 

Wrestling with this problem, he re- 
membered no doubt that angelic look on 
Stephen’s face as he addressed the San- 
hedrin (6:15) and how he died calling 
on Jesus as Lord (7:59). His mind 
would turn almost inevitably to the vic- 
tims of his persecution—men and women 
driven from their homes, bound in prison, 
sentenced to death, but men and women 
who had found peace of heart and mind 
which had continually eluded him. These 
obscure Christians had apparently found 
the secret for which he himself was seek- 
ing. What if, after all, the crucified Jesus 
were the promised Messiah ? 

Pondering such things as these, it may 
be, he approached Damascus. Suddenly 
a light flashed around him from heaven, 
brighter than the noonday sun. In that 
instant, he saw Jesus. It was not merely 
a vision that he saw, but Jesus in all of 
his glorified humanity, as Stephen had 
seen him before his life was crushed out 
by the stones. Paul insisted after his 
conversion that he had seen Jesus just 
as really as the Twelve had seen him 
after the resurrection (1 Cor. 15:8). He 
never doubted the reality of his appear- 
ance. He based his right to the apostle- 
ship on the fact that Jesus had actually 
appeared to him on the road to Damascus. 


The attendants perceived the flash of 
light, but they saw no one. Saul mean- 
while had been stricken to the ground. 
Then he heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul 
why do you persecute me?” The ques- 
tion was a simple one, but it contained 
an overwhelming revelation. In Stephen, 
in the hapless Nazarene, Saul had been 
persecuting the Messiah himself. The 
voice continued quoting a familiar prov- 
erb, “It hurts you to kick against the 
goads” (26:14). The ox-goad was a long 
pole, with a sharp iron or prick on one 
end of it, used on the oxen instead of a 
whip. An unruly ox that began to kick 
would find himself striking the sharp 
spike. Perhaps Jesus referred: to the 
pricking of Saul’s conscience. He “had 
been lashing out blindly, fiercely, like a 
restive ox, who fails to realize that the 
path he is to travel is laid out before 
him, and that the One who controls him 
is both wiser and stronger than he. He 
feels the sharp prick of the steel-pointed 
goad, and at first only kicks the harder; 
till mere brute strength can bear the pain 
no longer, and the stronger, wiser will 
prevail.” 

There was little need to ask who was 
speaking, but it was all the trembling and 
amazed persecutor could say, “Who are 
you, Lord?” 

The voice replied, “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting.” 
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With full surrender and characteris- 
tically, Paul replied, “What shall I do, 
Lord?” (22:10) 

The answer was brief. There were 
great things to be done, but Saul was in 
no condition to grasp more than the next 
step. “Rise and go into Damascus and 
there you will be told all that is appointed 
for you to do” (22:10). 

Saul arose. He found that he could not 
see. His attendants led him by the hand 
into Damascus, no longer a persecutor, 
but a bewildered patient. His compan- 
ions were completely mystified. They had 
heard the voice, but had seen no man, 
and had not been able to distinguish the 
words. 

“It must never be forgotten,” says 
Clarence Tucker Craig in his book, The 
Beginning of Christianity, “That of all 
those on the road to Damascus that day, 
only Paul saw anything unusual. No 
photographer could have snapped any- 
thing that would have revealed the cause 
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of Paul’s conversion.” The voice spoke 
to his conscience alone. 

“The change which came to Paul, as 
every other great religious experience, 
was one within the soul and mind of Paul. 
That does not rob it of its reality. It 
defines the sphere where every religious 
transformation must take place. The su- 
pernaturalistic vocabulary which a Paul 
of the first century used to describe his 
experience must not be explained away. 
But neither should we allow it to stand 
between us and an understanding of its 
reality. Something happened to Paul 
which convinced him that Jesus was alive, 
that he was God’s Messiah, that he had 
called Paul to his service. A convention 
of that age described this in terms of vis- 
ions and heavenly voices. From our very 
different background no one of us could 
have the same experince in the same way. 
But we must let Paul be himself and 
speak in his own way. His life was 
changed because it had pleased God to 
reveal his Son in him.” (Gal. 1:16). 

Paul’s experience on the Damascus 
road turned his world upside down. The 
very thought of a crucified Messiah had 
repelled him, and he had sought to stamp 
out the sect that proclaimed him with 
blood. But now his eyes were miracu- 
lously opened. Those whom he had per- 
secuted were right. Jesus who had died 
on the cross like a common criminal, was 
alive and enthroned as Lord, the Son of 
God, with power. How could he make 
amends for what he had done? And 
what did Jesus want with him? Why had 
he appeared to him on the road to Da- 
mascus ? 

For three days Paul groped in the 
darkness, and during these three days he 
neither ate nor drank. 


For Further Consideration 


1, Saul’s experience reminds us of the 
necessity of conversion. We too must pass 
through essentially the same experience. 
“There is a Damascus road in every 
man’s life—a time when and a place 
where he meets God.” Jesus said, “Un- 
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less one is born anew, he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

2. Saul’s experience throws light on 
the nature of conversion. Some of its 
features—the appearance of the Risen 
Christ, the blinding light, the audible 
voice, for example—were peculiar to 
Saul. The universal features were (1) 
the recognition that Jesus was the Son 
of God; (2) the surrender of Saul’s will 
to Christ, as indicated by his question, 
“What shall I do, Lord?” These are 
the fundamental elements in every con- 
version. If they are lacking it is not a 
true conversion, whatever else is present; 
if these elements are present, it is a real 
conversion, however much is lacking. 

Some conversions are sudden, appar- 
ently instantaneous; others are gradual, 
so that one does not know when he makes 
the crucial decision; but always there is 
the recognition that Jesus is the Son 
of God; always there is the surrender of 
one’s will to Jesus as Lord. 

3. Saul’s experience discloses to us 
the ground of conversion. On the divine 
side conversion is the work of God’s gra- 
cious and sovereign power. Saul was 
speaking out of his own experience and 
out of the experience of all of God’s 
people when he said, “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and this 
is not your own doing, it is the gift of 
God—not because of works, lest any man 
should boast. For we are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them” (Eph. 
2:8-10). 

In a genuine conversion we are always 
taken hold of by a divine power. But that 
power is not bestowed in a purely arbi- 
trary fashion. As Saul says again, God 
“desires all men to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 
2:4). What then is the human condi- 
tion? Simply this—acceptance of Jesus 
as divine Savior and Lord. Saul was not 
converted because he saw Jesus on the 
road to Damascus, but because he ac- 
cepted him as his Lord. That was the 
gist of the matter for Saul, as it is for us. 

4. Saul’s experience throws light on the 
human agents in conversion. Christ ap- 
peared to Saul on the road to Damascus; 
his conversion was a supernatural one, 
and yet numerous individuals played a 
part in it, and some a very important part. 
Stephen and those unknown Christians 
whom Saul sent to prison and death 
certainly played important roles; then 
there were the men who took Saul by 
the hand and led him into Damascus. 

And then finally there was Ananias. 
His share in Saul’s experience we shall 
consider next week. 
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BOOK NOTES 








Oxford University Press will publish 
the first full-length analysis from a Prot- 
estant perspective of what is called the 
world’s most neglected social problem— 
the “population explosion” of the twen- 
tieth century. Richard M. Fagley, execu- 
tive secretary of the World Council of 
Churches’ Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, has written The 
Population Explosion and Christian 
Responsibility. The book suggests such 
solutions to the problem as migration, 
economic development and family limita- 
tion, and after a review of religious doc- 
trine declares that an important Protes- 
tant consensus favors “responsible par- 
enthood.” 


* * * 


HISTORY OF THE JEWS. By Paul Good- 
man. (A Dutton Everyman Paperback.) E. 
P. Dutton & Co., Inc., New York. 254 pp., 
$1.35. 

Paul Goodman’s History of the Jews 
has been one of the most popular histories 
of the Jewish people in English ever since 
it was published in 1911. Having gone 
through eight editions since then, it now 
includes sections dealing with the Nazi 
atrocities and the new State of Israel, 
written by the eminent historian and 
scholar, Israel Cohen. This American 
paperback edition also includes a splen- 
did introduction by Rabbi Silver of 
Cleveland. With brevity, clarity, and au- 
thority the deeply moving story of the 
Jews is told from the time of Abraham 
to the birth of the State of Israel. 

CHARLES T. FRITSCH. 
Princeton, N. J. 
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March of the Year. G. Curtis Jones. 
Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. $3.50. 

Flame O’Dawn. Julia A. Drake. Vantage 
Press, Inc., N. Y. $3.95. 

A Faith to Live By. Stuart LeRoy An- 
derson. Oxford University Press, N. Y. 
$2.75. 

The Fruitful Bough. William Charles 
Cravner. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2.95. 

Meditations on the Gospels. J. Calvin 
Keene. Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
$2. 

Ordeal of Faith. Francis P. Weisen- 
burger. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $6. 

The Blind Seer: George Matheson. John 
Crew Tyler. Philosophical Library, N. Y. 
$4.75. 

Thunder on the Left. Oscar W. Miller. 
Philosophical Library, N. Y. $2. 

The Opportunities of Age. Claude C. 
Jones. Christopher Publishing House, Bos- 
ton, Mass. $2.75. 

Where Are You Going? Roy Lobb. Green- 
wich Book Publishers, N. Y. $2.50 

















The Singing Church. Edwin Liemohn. 
Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. $2.50. 

The Old Testament as Word of God. Sig- 
mund Mowinckel. Abingdon Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. $2.75. 

The School of Faith. Thomas F. Tor- 
rance. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $6. 

The Fear of God. Fred Berthold, Jr., 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3. 

Premarital Dating Behavior. Winston 
Ehrmann. Henry Holt & Co., N. Y. $6. 

Money in Your Pocket. Price A. Patton 
& Martha Patton. David McKay Co., N. Y. 
$3.50. 

A Vision of Victory. Robert L. McCan. 
Broadman Press, Nashville. $3. 

The Layman Builds a Christian Home. 
Vera Channels. Bethany Press, St. Louis, 
Mo. $1.75 

The Christian Must Have an Answer. T. 
B. McDormand. Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. $1.95. 

Mine Eyes Have Seen. Daniel A. Poling. 
McGraw-Hill Book Co., N. Y. $5. 

Reading for Life. Jacob M. Price, editor. 
University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Merle C. Patterson, First church, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., has been called to the Druid 
Hills church, Atlanta, Ga. 

C. R. Stegall, Jr., from Greenville, S. C., 
to Box 374, Shalimar, Fla. 

Fred C. Holder from Charlotte, N. C., to 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 

Paul N. Gresham from Asheville, N. C., 
to 2101 E. North St., Greenville, S. C. 

The H. M. Goodpastures, receiving visas 
for entrance into Portugal, were sched- 
uled to leave New York Nov. 14 for 
Chalet Louise, Carcavelos, Portugal. 

D. Burke Kerr, formerly of Seminole, 
Texas, has become pastor of the First 
church, Washington, N. C. 

J. S. Russell, Jr., from Lake Waccamaw, 
N. C., to 501 Elm St., Conway, S. C., 
where he is pastor of the Kingston 
church. 

CorreEcTION: Glen A. Williams, errone- 
ously listed here recently as moving to 
Radford, Va., is continuing his service in 
Ararat, Va. 








United Presbyterian, USA 


George J. Enyedi from North Chicago, 
Ill., to 133 Pennsylvania Ave., Great 
Lakes, III. 

Arthur Mortenson from Ft. Dodge, Iowa, 
to Blairstown, Iowa. 

G. Duane Smith, Greensburg, Pa., is be- 
ginning two years of active duty in the 
Chaplain corps, U. S. Naval Reserve, 
Newport, R. I. 

L. Roy Lash from Long Beach, Calif., 
to 2211 E. First St., Santa Ana, Calif. 

Cecil Plumb, retired, from Salem, N. Y,. 
to 1115 Islay St., San Luis Obispo, Calif., 
Dec. 1. 

Robert G. Boling, who completed work 
on his Ph.D. degree at Johns Hopkins 
University last summer, has joined the 
faculty of the College of Wooster, in the 
department of religion. 

Thomas R. Justice has interrupted his 
studies at Augustana Lutheran Seminary 
to be assistant to the chaplain, James R. 
Blackwood, of the College of Wooster. 
After a year of counseling service on the 
campus, he expects to complete his stud- 
ies. 

John G. Lorimer, formerly of the Delta 
Presbytery, has been given a new assign- 
ment in Minia, Egypt, working with the 
Synod of the Nile in its rural life pro- 
gram, 


FOSDICK PROFESSOR 


George A. Buttrick is retiring after five 
years as chairman of the Board of 
Preachers and Plummer Professor of 
Christian Morals at Harvard University 
and will return to New York City next 
fall as the Harry Emerson Fosdick Visit- 
ing Professor at Union Seminary. For 27 
years Dr. Buttrick served the Madison 
Avenue church in New York and during 
most of that time was a member of the 
seminary faculty. He is the first Ameri- 
can to be chosen as a Fosdick professor. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL 

James McCracken, former executive 
secretary of the Tolstoy Foundation, has 
become director of immigration services 
of Church World Service, a central de- 
partment of the National Council of 
Churches. His home is in Tenafly, N. J., 
where he is a member of the Presby- 
terian Church. 


AUSTIN SEMINARY 

Winburn T. Thomas, now guest profes- 
sor of missions at McCormick Seminary, 
will deliver the Settles Lectures at Austin 
Seminary in January. Thirty ministers 
have enrolled for the graduate school pro- 
gram during that month when Austin 
Professors John F. Jansen, acting dean 
for this year, and Prescott H. Williams, 
will give the additional lectures for the 
graduate term. 


DCEs 

Mrs. Paul (Betty Wardlaw) Jordan, 
from Raeford, N. C., to 413 Calvin Rd., 
Raleigh, N. C. 

Betty Gray, from the First church, New 
Orleans, to the First church, Lake 
Charles, Dec. 31. 

Margaret Mooney, from the St. Charles 
Avenue church, New Orleans, La., to the 
First church, San Antonio, Texas. 


IRAQ 


Five missionaries have returned to 
their posts in Iraq after an absence of 
several months, following political dis- 
turbance in that country. They are: The 
J. Morton Taylors, Fay Dickerson, Mar- 
garet Purchase, Presbyterians, and Mary 
Nienhuis, Reformed Church in America. 
Other missionary personnel have been 
transferred or are in this country on 
temporary assignments. 


UPUSA CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

The following staff appointments have 
been announced by the United Presby- 
terian, USA, Board of Christian Educa- 
tion in Philadelphia: 

Wilmina M. Rowland, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
director of the office of educational loans 
and scholarships in the department of 
vocation and in-service training, Jan. 1. 

Robert S. Moorhead, York, Neb., field 
director for the Synod of Nebraska, Dec. 


" Orville E. Chadsey, formerly of Wichi- 


ta, Kan., has become associate secretary 
of the department of youth program. 

A. Laten Carter, formerly of Salem, 
Ohio, is now associate co-ordinator of 
administration and leadership program. 

Howard R. Van Dyke, former pastor in 
Aledo, IIl., is field director for the Synod 
of the Rockies. 


DEATHS 

John Leighton Read, 80, Norman, Okla., 
died Oct. 4. 

Mrs. Kenneth J. (Susan Lewis) Fore- 
man, Louisville, Ky., died Nov. 6 after an 
illness of several years. She was the wife 
of the professor of theology in Louisville 
Seminary and an OUTLOOK associate edi- 
tor, and the mother of Kenneth J., Jr., 
missionary to Korea. 


JAPAN CELEBRATION 

During the centennial celebration this 
year, the Tokyo Union Theological Semi- 
nary will award honorary degrees to sev- 
eral Christian leaders including W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, and John 
Coventry Smith, general secretary of the 
United Presbyterian Commission on Ecu- 
menical Mission and Relations, Dr. Visser 
’t Hooft will also receive a degree from 
St. Paul’s University. 





MODERATOR’S ITINERARIES 





Presbyterian, U. S..—E. T. Thompson, 1200 
Rennie Ave., Richmond 27, Va. 


REVISED 

Nov. 16, Dallas, Texas, First church, p.m., 
men’s meeting; Nov. 17 a.m., women’s 
meeting. 

Nov. 17-18, Cuernavaca, Mexico, General 
Assembly, National Presbyterian 
Church. 

Nov. 19, Auburn, Ala. 

Nov. 20, Wetumpka, Ala. 

Nov. 29, Martinsburg, W. Va., a.m.; Elk- 
ton, Va., p.m. 

Dec. 6, Logan, W. Va. 

Dec. 7, Dallas, Texas, 
church. 

Dec. 13, Kings Mountain, 
Huntersville, N.C., p.m. 
Dec. 17, Greensboro, N.C., Church of the 

Covenant. 
(Complete itinerary published Sept. 21.) 
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